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FROM THE CEO

COAG

MHCA COMMENTS ON IPA'S “ THE EMPOWERMENT AGENDA”

Our Chairman, Keith Wilson, in commenting on the COAG Communique stated that the result
was “as good as we could have hoped” in an interview on ABC Radio National's Lifematters
program. Given this was the first time that the heads of Australian governments had
specifically addressed mental health, the collective recognition of the extent of the problem,
the principles outlined in the COAG statement and the commitment to developing a new
national action plan “within three months”, is indeed a very significant demonstration of real

leadership and a first step to real change.

We have continually pointed to the inadequate accountability at service, program and strategy
levels under the recent National Mental Health Plans. Next to leadership, this is the most
significant issue if real reform is to occur. The announcement by COAG of new mechanisms
to ensure the so called ‘third wave of reforms’ are followed through by all parties, is of most
interest to the Council. The Inter-government Action plans and the proposed National Reform
Council may offer the best possible mechanisms to oversee implementation of the new
mental health plan. Critical to the accountability framework will of course be the independent
reporting of experiences of care from consumers, carers and providers.




The third step to real reform will be the colour of the money — the scale of the investment. We
have estimated, based on 2003-4 budgets that a real increase of over $1billion is required in
2006-7 and that an annual increase of that magnitude is required over five financial years to
reach the target of 12% of health expenditure. As the recently National Mental Health Report
demonstrates, spending has not increased as a proportion of health care spending. We will
probably need to wait until June before we see the quantum of resources committed to the
new national MHP.

The next three months will see an intense focus in shaping Australia’s mental health plans for
the next ten years. To this end the MHCA's secretariat’s resources will be boosted to ensure
the best possible input is provided to government.

In this immediate period following the February COAG, it is a priority for the Council to
engage with Governments to ensure that the mental health sector’s full input is provided and
considered by the various inter-government working parties. | will be advising the membership
next week on how we propose to facilitate this input.

DIMA and Detention health Issues

Throughout 2005, in the lead-up to the release of the Palmer Report on the detention of
Cornelia Rau, the Council drew attention to the fact that Ms Rau’s case highlighted major
deficiencies in the services for people with mental iliness. Since the release of the Australian
Government’s response to the report, known as the Palmer Plus statement by Minister
Amanda Vanstone, the Council has engaged in a series of discussions with the Department
of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs (DIMA) on the implementation of the Palmer Report
recommendations. While the Government is committed to maintaining a mandatory detention
policy, it is clear that significant resources and a genuine commitment to the Palmer Report is
now being undertaken by the DIMA. The extent and speed of the response to date from the
new DIMA leadership has been widely praised.

The establishment of a detention health taskforce and an external advisory group is now well
advanced. The inadequacy of internal and external checks and balances in the detention
regime was a key criticism of Mick Palmer. The Council will continue to provide advice to the
DIMA on detention mental health standards, workforce issues and the development and
implementation of new governance arrangements.

Following meetings with the DIMA, the Council has also agreed to sign a ‘placement
agreement’ for the next six months. This will see a DIMA officer (at the Executive Level),
seconded to the Council. The officer, John Castley, while remaining a DIMA employee, will
be reporting on a day-to-day basis to the Council’'s Executive. John will commence on 6
March, and will undertake a range of policy and project activities. The purpose of the
secondment is to:

1. Undertake projects related to mental health care and national policy issues to obtain a
better understanding of mental health issues in Australia

2. Develop networks and contacts in the mental health field that will further enhance the
delivery of health services, in particular mental health services, to those in immigration
detention

3. Provide support to the MHCA on the Detention Health Advisory Group
4. Provide feedback to the Department about mental health issues in Australia.

In future newsletters we will provide an outline of the projects John will be working on.

John Mendoza
Chief Executive Officer
Mental Health Council of Australia

THE MHCA’'S COMMENTS ON:



“THE EMPOWERMENT AGENDA: CIVIL SOCIETY AND MARKETS IN
DISABILITY AND MENTAL HEALTH” by Vern Hughes

Published by the Institute of Public Affairs, IPA Backgrounder February 2006, Vol. 18/1

In the lead up to the Council of Australian Government’s meeting the Institute of Public Affairs
released an “IPA Backgrounder” on reforms to mental health and disability services. The
Council Secretariat has reviewed the paper and provides this perspective.

The IPA is to be congratulated for its attention to this matter. They and the paper's author,
Vern Hughes, recognise the desperate failure of Australia's current mental health system.

The paper's central theme of reorganising the system so that the mental health consumer is
at its heart is strongly supported by the Council.

The other key theme regarding the significance of the family and community is also strongly
supported as these are key elements in overcoming the unsupported deinstitutionalisation
which has characterised the period following closure of the asylums.

While the Council supports the paper's goal of reshaping the mental health system, there
remain several questions about the process by which this occurs.

The paper asserts that its approach to funding mental health services would be a break from
the paternalistic state-based approach, principally by taking money out of government run
services and giving it to intermediaries who would negotiate or broker services on behalf of
consumers. The paper does not suggest that consumers can take responsibility for arranging
their services themselves but instead appears to advocate the replacement of one type of
bureaucracy with another, albeit a commercialised bureaucracy. Intermediaries would need
to be paid in order to provide their brokerage services. This does not appear to be
‘empowering consumers’, merely shifting responsibility for their care from government to a
private service provider. It is hard to see how the model proposed delivers greater consumer
autonomy.

While the paper talks about the merits of a voucher system, there is no evidence provided
indicating that this approach to funding delivers better health outcomes for people with mental
illness. Indeed, the paper presents very little information of this type at all and appears to
base its argument on a purely ideological basis.

Significantly, the proposed system relying on commercialised intermediaries purchasing
services on behalf of consumers and their families runs the risk of seeing the more severely ill
and difficult consumers rejected as commercially unviable.

Most of the examples in the paper are drawn from the disability or education sectors.
Individualised packages of care funding in the disability sector, typically for the most severe
types of disability, differ markedly from the situation affecting the vast majority of people with
a mental illness. Severe physical disability is permanent and constant. It is possible to
predict, plan, fund and arrange services into the future on this basis.

On the other hand, mental ilinesses are generally episodic, unpredictable, coming and going
with often long breaks between periods of ill health. The nature and severity of periods of ill
health can vary widely and are often not possible to anticipate.

The paper asserts that more money into the mental health system is not required. This is not
a position the Council accepts on the available data from Australia and abroad. Mental iliness
is about 13% of the burden of disease for nearly 30% of the non-fatal disease burden in
Australia but garners only 7%of the health budget. Chronic and prolonged under-funding over
the past 30 years is at the heart of Australia's mental health crisis



As expressed by the Doctors’ Reform Society, the use of vouchers to transfer responsibility
for patient care from health professionals to intermediaries is dangerous. Patients can often
not be in a position to properly direct their care and brokers would require a high degree of
expertise to fulfil the role currently taken most often by health professionals on behalf of their
patients. After several experiments in Australia and elsewhere with funding approaches such
as purchaser/provider splits, the inutility of applying market forces to health care is now well
understood. Health care is a right, not a commodity.

The paper expounds the notion of cashing out various existing government programs to
individuals — Medicare, the PBS etc. Costing this is highly problematic, deciding exactly how
much someone’s ‘share’ of these programs is very difficult to estimate. It is also unclear what
if anything would be left of the de-funded primary and hospital based mental health service?
These would presumably close in order to fund the vouchers.

Which brings us to the central problem with the paper? There is an assumption that the
economics of the mental health system are the main barrier to efficient service. This is not
the case. The main problems affecting the mental health system are a lack of funding (as
mentioned earlier), a lack of services, frequent disconnection between existing services and a
lack of staff.

The Not For Service report starkly showed that it is simply not possible for many Australians
to get access to the services they need. Competition is not possible between service
providers when there aren’t any services.

The MHCA is concerned that the paper does nothing to address current workforce shortages,
particularly notable for psychiatrists and mental health nurses. Reliance on market forces
alone will not deliver the necessary increases in these components of the mental health
workforce.

The ‘funder-purchaser-provider’ split recommended by the paper is illusory. The vast majority
of mental health services are funded and provided by government. The paucity of services
and staff means there are few realistic alternatives to this situation.

A key aspect of the existing situation is that people requiring mental health services cannot be
refused access to those services under Medicare. This same guarantee would need to apply
under any new system of care.

The system proposed in the paper is reactive — dealing with service provision only once a
person has a condition requiring treatment. As the COAG Communique of 10 February notes,
prevention and health promotion activities have been neglected aspects of Australia’s mental
health system for many years and are poorly dealt with in this IPA paper. Funding and
concerted activity in these areas is critical to positive change in the future and the IPA paper
gives this matter little consideration.

It is true that the organisations representing health professionals are strong voices in our
health system. It is also true that Australia has seen over the past 20 years or so the
development of an increasingly articulate consumer and carer voice in mental health. The
MHCA, National Mental Health Consumer and Carer Forum, the Consumers' Health Forum,
the Australian Mental Health Consumer Network, Carers Australia and other groups have all
developed expertise to some degree in making these voices strong. The Council agrees that
more can and should be done to ensure that when decisions about funding and services are
made, it is the consumers' needs that are paramount, not the service providers'.

In summary, the paper correctly asserts the need for urgent and fundamental reform of
Australia's mental health system. However, it seems to have been written mostly with a view
to pushing a particular ideological position about how government's should fund services,
rather than presenting any persuasive evidence that this funding approach delivers better
health outcomes for Australians. The MHCA would rather see attention given to proven
models of care such as Assertive Community Treatment that are backed by scientific
analysis.



MENTAL HEALTH NEWS

Better Outcomes Cap Abolished

The Parliamentary Secretary for Health, Christopher Pyne announced last Friday that
abolition of the annual limit on the number of Service Incentive Payments that can be claimed
by a GP for completing the 3 Step Mental Health Process, under the Better Outcomes in
Mental Health Care Program.

Mr Pyne said that removing the cap will encourage more GPs to take part in the Program and
help increase community access to quality primary mental health services. He said the 3
Step Mental Health Process that GP’s need to undergo under the Program promotes a
structured and evidence based approach to the provision of mental health care by GPs.

The process requires GPs to: undertake initial mental health assessments of their patients;
develop written mental health plans; and review the progress of their patients against the
mental health plans. On completion of the third step GPs received a Service Incentive
Payment of $150 in addition to the normal Medicare consultation payments.

“A cap of 67 Service Incentive Payments per GP per year was intended to encourage a large
pool of GPs to provide mental health services, rather than creating a group of GPs
specialising in this area. While only a small number of GPs have reached the cap, the
government, in consultation with key mental health stakeholders, has decided to remove it to
support GPs who are focusing on mental health care and to encourage more GPs to consider
this important area of primary medicine,” Mr Pyne said.

CEO of the MHCA, John Mendoza welcomed the move to abolish the BOIMHC cap. “The
Council will be working closely with the Government to continue to improve access to the
program, an important initiative for delivering primary mental health care within the
community.”

National Schizophrenia Awareness Week 14 - 21 May 2 006

This years’ international keynote speaker will be Major Sam Cochran, head of the Memphis
Police Crisis Intervention Team in the U.S. Major Cochran will travel around Australia and is
the keynote speaker along with the MHCA’s CEO John Mendoza at the Mental lliness
Fellowship of Australia (MIFA) Symposium to be held in Sydney during the week.

National Schizophrenia Week is organised by MIFA whose state and territory affiliates
organise local events. The theme for the week is still to be determined but the MHCA
Newsletter will keep you up to date.

For further info about national activities contact Margaret Springgay, MIFA ED at
mifa@ozemail.com.au or phone: 08-8221-5072

New MHCA Members Website Coming...

It's on the way — the IT blokes are working overtime and the bank has approved our new
payment gateway. The MHCA Members’ site, an important new addition to the MHCA
website, ought to be available by the end of March, if not sooner.

The MHCA Members site will allow members to access board and committee agendas and
minutes along with other member information confirm and update their details easily and pay
their membership fees, all through a secure log in.



As soon as the site construction is complete all MCA member will be emailed secure log in
information and directions for its use.

The new payment gateway will also encourage, we hope, more donations to support the
activities of the MHCA.

New Funding for National Mental Health Consumer and Carer Forum

The MHCA is pleased to announce renewed and increased funding for the National Mental
Health Consumer and Carer Forum (NMHCCF) for 2006-07.

At its recent 10 February 2006 meeting, the Australian Health Ministers’ Advisory Council
National Mental Health Working Group (AHMAC NMHWG) approved an increase in funding
for the NMHCCEF to allow 2 x 2 day meetings per year and 2 teleconference meetings.

Funding for the NMHCCEF is provided by state and territory contributions. The Australian
Government also contributes through funding the NMHCCF's secretariat support, and
recently agreed to increase this to 150 days per year. The AHMAC NMHWG also recently
agreed to 2-year funding commitments for the Forum, which will be adjusted to inflation every
12 months. These new agreements will provide greater security, as well as substantially
increase the time available to NMHCCF representatives to focus on its core activities.

Unfortunately, at the same meeting AHMAC NMHWG rejected an application by the
NMHCCEF for project funding. The aim of this project is to undertake a review from a human
rights perspective of mental health legislation in each state and territory, with a view to
updating the Model Mental Health Legislation that was developed 10 years ago. Given
widespread variations in their approach to mental health care across the states and territories,
and at a time when many jurisdictions are currently in the process of reviewing and updating
their mental health legislation, the NMHCCF considered it timely to conduct this work in 2006
— a view strongly shared by the MHCA. The MHCA now hopes to explore with the NMHCCF
alternative options for funding this work.

NMHCCF 2006 Calendar
The NMHCCF will meet on the following dates during 2006:

Face to face meetings:

Thursday 27" & Friday 28" April 2006; and
Thursday 28" & Friday 29" September 2006

Teleconferences:
Wednesday 28" June 2006 @ 2pm (EST); and
Wednesday 29" November 2006 @ 2pm (DEST)

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES

The Prison of Depression — A Conversation with Doro  thy Rowe

ABC Radio National, All In The Mind: 11/02/2006

Dorothy Rowe has always seen herself as an outsider - yet this psychologist and prolific
author is considered one of the 50 wisest people in the UK, and her many books continue to
sell like hot cakes.

Depression, she says, is an intolerable prison we build for ourselves - but we can escape by
choosing to change the way we interpret our lives. Hear her controversial yet heartfelt views
on the prison of depression in this frank conversation with Lynne Malcolm.



See: http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/mind/stories/s1564299.htm

Federal Government Job Schemes for People with Disa  bilities

The Federal Government is targeting people with a disability to increase their participation on
the workplace. Part of its strategy is to encourage employers to employ more people with
disabilities.

Information about The Department of Workplace Relation’s ‘workforce participation’ projects
can be found at: www.jobable.gov.au and www.workplace.gov.au

Pitane Recovery Centre - Consumer Activity Network (Mental Health

Inc). Sydney NSW
The Pitane Recovery Centre and Pioneer Clubhouse are pleased to present the following
courses.

20th and 27th
1.30pm — 4pm Busting Out of the Welfare & Poverty Cycle Course

23rd
10-11am Thinking About Recovery Group at Pioneer Clubhouse

28th
10am — 12.30pm Working with the Media Course with Julie McCrossin, Pioneer Clubhouse.
Cost: $15.

For more information:

Phone: 1300 135 846
Email: activeconsumer@optusnet.com.au Fax: 9949 5894

EVENTS

February 2006

Australasian Society for Bipolar Disorders Conferen ce
23 - 25 February, 2006

Sofitel Hotel

Melbourne, Australia

I have also attached a link to our latest advertisement that you may wish to forward onto other
departments, display on your website, place on your noticeboard or include in your
newsletter.

http://mymail.ezemsgs.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=69065&u=6254

Registration is available on-line via www.icms.com.au/asbd2006/register For further
information about ASBD 2006 please visit the Conference website http://www.asbd2006.com/

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me directly via email on
rc@icms.com.au

TheMHS Summer Forum
23- 24 February 2006, Sydney

TACKLING VIOLENCE: Understanding, Preventing and Managing Aggression and Violence
in Mental Health Services.




The next TheMHS Summer Forum will again be held at the Swiss Grand Hotel at Bondi
Beach, Sydney, Australia.

This 2 day Summer Forum will highlight presentations from experts in the field, giving
information on the latest research evidence and stimulating debate on the best ways of de-
escalating and preventing aggression and violence. The speakers will focus on the latest
research, updates on best practice in service provision, perspectives on how national and
local policies and strategies can make a difference, and personal perspectives.

The first day will focus on the debate over the relationship between mental disorder and
violence. The second day will focus on practical responses.

For more information see http://www.themhs.org/index.aspx

March 2006

Queensland Suicide and Self-Harm Prevention Confere  nce 2006

30 Mar 2006 to 31 March 2006

Brisbane

Australia

The Queensland Government is hosting the inaugural Queensland Suicide and Self-Harm
Prevention Conference 2006: Sharing learnings from practice and research.

This two-day conference will provide delegates with current information and knowledge to
effectively work towards the prevention of suicide and self-harm.

For further information:

Phone: (07) 3404 3058

Fax: (07) 3224 2811

E-Mail: spconference@communities.qld.gov.au

Web Site:
http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/community/suicide_prevention/conference_details.html

The Australian Financial Review’s 8th Annual Health Congress
Building a Quality Australian Health Care Infrastructure: Improving the health of individuals
and communities into the future.

1st - 3rd March 2006. Four Points by Sheraton, Darling Harbour, Sydney.

Featuring addresses by the Minister for Health Tony Abbott and Chair of the Mental Health
Council, Keith Wilson.

For more information see www. Informa.com.au/health2006
Contact: Informa Australia, Level 2, 120 Sussex Street Sydney, NSW, 2001
Tel: 02 9080 4300 Fax: 02 9290 2577 Email: enquiries@informa.com.au

The Great Australian Dream? Waking Up To Homelessne  ss

4™ National Homelessness Conference 2006
1-3 March, 2006 Sydney Convention Centre

The 4th National Homelessness Conference will focus on continued development of a
strateg|c response to homelessness in Australia including:
strategies to prevent homelessness
homelessness service system development
improved responses from other service systems to Australians experiencing
homelessness



Conference Themes T
Addressing structural causes of homelessness
Promoting strengths, sharing good ideas
Removing barriers to better outcomes for homeless Australians
Australian homelessness in 2015?
future policy and service responses to homelessness

Conference Co-ordinators: Australian Federation of Homelessness Organisations
PO Box 139, CALWELL ACT 2905
Ph: (02) 6292 9000 Fax: (02) 6292 9002 Email: afho@confco.com.au

Sport and Mental Health Conference: From Chemistry to Communities
6-7 March 2006

Hilton on the Park,

Melbourne

Mental illness knows no boundaries. It can affect the rich and famous as well as the poor and
underprivileged. Included amongst the afflicted are elite athletes, some of whom are
household names, as well as former champions who have struggled to cope with retirement
and adjust to life outside the limelight.

For more information see http://www.med.monash.edu.au/general-practice/conf/index.html
Or contact: Ms Katy Symmons, Conference Manager, Monash University
Tel: +61 3 8575 2214 Fax: +61 3 8575 2233 Email: katy.symmons@med.monash.edu.au

April 2006

THE Queensland Alliance of Mental lliness and Psychiatric Disability Groups Invites You and
Your Guests to:

Value of NGOs in Mental Health
12 noon on Thursday 6th April 2006
Mecure Hotel, 85-87 North Quay, Brisbane

Guest speakers are Ms Barbara Hocking Executive Director of SANE Australia and Senator
Lyn Allison (Australian Demaocrats), Chair of the Senate select committee on Mental Health.

To register contact the Queensland Alliance via phone (07) 3832 2600, fax (07) 3832 2622 or
email (@dmin@qldalliance.org.quwr visit www.qldalliance.org.atbr more information.
RSVP is 31st March 200@€ost is: $ 55.00 Members, $66.00 non Members. Payment is
either cash, cheque or we offer credit card payment via Www.paymate.com.au

Women and Depression Conference 2006
6 Apr 2006 to 9 April 2006

Sydney

Australia

This conference explores the challenges of depression in relation to women. The approach is
multifaceted, to reflect both the diversity of women, and the complexity of depression per se.
But it contains an underlying and unifying theme which is rarely acknowledged either in
biomedical discourse or popular debate:

"Depression is always influenced by social and political dimensions. While not reducible to
socio-political factors, depression cannot be seen in "personal” terms alone".



This suggests the need for holistic healing in the wide senses of the term. Depression is
clearly not gender specific, and many aspects of the conference may be pertinent to men. But
the focus on women is maintained.

For further information:

Anique Duc

Conference Secretariat 21 Mungay Creek Rd Willawarrin 2440
Phone: 61 2 6567 1585

E-Mail: conference@herwill.net

Web Site: http://www.womenanddepression.herwill.net/index.html

Happiness and its Causes
2 April 2006

Sydney

Australia

The 1st International Conference on Happiness & Its Causes provides a platform for
understanding both the latest research and ancient wisdom on the capacity of the mind to
develop positive emotions. It is a forum that will encourage comparisons between Eastern
and Western approaches to enhancing happiness.

Supporting organisations include Mental Health Foundation of Australia, Lifeline, Vajrayana
Institute, Relationships Australia.

For further information:

Terrapinn Customer Service
Phone: +61 2 9005 0777

E-Mail: office@vajrayana.com.au.

Partnerships Towards Recovery: Mental Health Confer  ence 2006
26-28 April 2006,

Heath Function Centre

Caulfield Racecourse,

Melbourne

An international Psychosocial Rehabilitation Conference to showcase, present and discuss
community mental health partnerships in all their possibilities at local, national, global and
transcultural levels.

The Conference targets mental health service providers, mental health consumers, carers
and families, government officials, academics, students and the media. It will be promoted
across the Asia Pacific region.

Joint organisers of the conference: VICSERYV :Psychiatric Disability Services of Victoria and
the Richmond Fellowship ASPAC.

For more information see http://partnerships2006-rfv.vicserv.org.au
Or Ph: (613) 9482 7111

May 2006

National Schizophrenia Awareness Week 14-21 May
See Above for detail



Consumers' Issues Mental Health for Young and Old C  onference
3 May 2006 to 4 May 2006
Dee Why, NSW

Mental Health is Everybody's Business. Come along and join us for an eventful 2 Days
discussing a broad range of issues which affect people with a mental iliness, their carers,
service providers and the general community.

This conference is being hosted by the Consumer Activity Network (Mental Health) Inc. for
people with a mental illness (consumers), carers, service providers and the general
community from anywhere within Australia and/or overseas. Students are also welcome.
For further information:

Desley Casey

Consumer Activity Network (Mental Health) Inc. PO Box 555, Balgowlah NSW 2093
Phone: 02 9949 7242

E-Mail: activeconsumer@optusnet.com.au

Web Site: http://www.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au/events/20051207_1261.html

Lock 'Them' Up? Disability & Mental lliness Aren't Crimes Conferenc e
17th-19th May 2006

Mecure Hotel

Brisbane, Australia

Conference Themes:
What's the Cause? Why are so many people with intellectual disability/mental illness
criminalised?
Social Inclusion & Alternatives to Prison
Support & Services in the Criminal Justice System - pre/post release services; arrest;
prisons.
History Culture

Keynote Speakers
Kevin Cocks
Helen Conner
Merinda Epstein
Debbie Killroy
Rhonda Galbally
Susan Hayes
Linda Holt

Kim Pate

Chris Puplick

For more information see: http://www.sistersinside.com.au/conference2006.htm

Emotional Compass: Navigating Wellbeing

41st Congress of the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists
28 - 31 May 2006

Perth Convention Exhibition Centre.

For further information see: www.meetingplanners.com.au/ranzcp2006/.
July 2006

World Federation of Occupational Therapists Congres S

The 14th Congress of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists will take place from
July 23rd - 28th, 2006, at the Sydney Convention Centre, Darling Harbour, Sydney. The event



program features hundreds of seminars, workshops, panel sessions and networking
opportunities.

To register for the event, or obtain a copy of the program schedule, visit
www.wfot.org/wfot2006.

For more information about the event, contact The Meeting Planners, phone 03 9417 0888,
email: wfot2006@meetingplanners.com.au.

August 2006

Turning the Corner in Schizophrenia Research? 150 Y  EARS ON...

9" Australian Schizophrenia Conference
Fremantle, Western Australia
21-23 August 2006

Keynote speakers :

- Prof Richard Warner (US) - Outcomes in schizophrenia, as well as on first episode
psychosis and early intervention

- Dr R Thara (India) - Third world outcomes in psychosis

- Prof Michele Tansella (Italy) - Italian "state of the art" service delivery models

- Prof Robin Murray (UK) - Cannabis use in psychosis

- Prof Assen Jablensky (Australia) - Genetics and neurocognition in schizophrenia

This is a biennial meeting attracting schizophrenia researchers throughout the Australasian
region. Delegates attending the conference include: researchers and clinicians (psychiatrists,
general practitioners, psychologists, neuroscientists, community mental health professionals);
community support services; non-government organisations; consumers, carers, advocates
and families. For the first time in 2006, the conference convenors are targeting areas in the
Asia-Pacific region that have not been closely involved in previous conferences. The scientific
program for ASC 2006 is designed to give rise to new synergies with the potential for
developing novel approaches to old problems.

Contact name : Conference Secretariat
E-mail : asc2006 @debretts.com.au

October 2006

World Mental Health Day 2006 -
Tuesday 10 October

Information on events etc will available in this newsletter and be posted on the MHCA website
closed to the date.

National Mental Health Week 2006
Sun 8 October — Sat. 14 October

Information on events etc will be available in this newsletter and be posted on the MHCA
website closed to the date.

Occupational Therapy Week 2006
OT Week, held in the last week of October each year, is a national initiative that seeks to
promote the important role of occupational therapy in the community.



More information will be available at the OT AUSTRALIA website, www.ausot.com.au in
2006, and individuals or organisations seeking to participate in the event in 2006 can contact
Fritha Ryan, OT AUSTRALIA, email marketing@ausot.com.au, telephone 03 9415 2900.

CALLS FOR PAPERS

Australian Health Review
Call for Papers: Mental Health Services

The editors of Australian Health Review seek articles for an upcoming issue on mental health
services in Australia and New Zealand.

Professor Judith Dwyer and | (co-editors of Australian Health Review) are planning to publish
a collection of papers on mental health in the second issue of Australian Health Review for
2006, which is due out in early May.

You can view AHR at http://www.aushealthreview.com.au/publications/articles/.

We are looking for papers that consider the mental health system from a variety of viewpoints.
The formal call for papers is presented below and attached.

For more information please contact:

Dr Sandra G. Leggat

School of Public Health

La Trobe University

Bundoora, Victoria 3086

(03) 9479 1749

Fax: (03) 9479 1783
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/publichealth/HSM/

Health Outcomes 2006: Managing Health and Disease i n Today’s Society
12th Annual National Conference
9 - 10 August 2006, Rydges Lakeside, Canberra

CALL FOR PAPERS

Abstracts are required by 10 March 2006 to ensure consideration by the conference selection
committee. Final papers and associated PowerPoint presentations are required by 30 June
2006, and must be written as for journal publication. Poster abstracts should be submitted by
24 March 2006 to ensure inclusion in scheduling, but the selection committee may consider
later submissions for poster presentations.

Details of requirements are available at www.uow.edu.au/commerce/ahoc  or contact:

Australian Health Outcomes Collaboration
Michael Partridge

Email: michael.partridge@act.gov.au

Tel: (+61) 02 6205 0869

Fax: (+61) 02 6244 4201

Jan Sansoni

Email: jansan@netspeed.com.au
Tel: (+61) 02 6291 7271

Fax: (+61) 02 6244 4201



